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tions suggested that fishermen were removing both urchin 
predators and competitors on fished reefs and therefore 
indirectly causing an increase in urchin numbers . 
That much of our information on reef ecology comes from a 

very few, heavily fished sites is disturbing . As shown in 
Figure 1, spatial patterns of herbivory determined at Haiti or 
St . Croix would certainly not be predictive of spatial patterns 
found on any of the less fished reefs . Although this study has 
focused on grazing by fishes and urchins, similar problems 
might occur concerning manatees, sea turtles, sea otters, and 
other organisms whose removal could have a large impact on 
the surrounding community . The potential importance of such 
missing organisms should not be overlooked when extracting 
evolutionary implications from ecological data or when choos-
ing study sites . Future studies should attempt, at least on a 
limited scale, to replicate studies at several different sites . 
This would provide substantial insurance against unfortunate 
accidents involving baskets and eggs . 
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